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World sports writers

RICHLAND — Wenatchee 
scored just one goal in its first 
game of the season, but that 
was enough to give the Pan-
thers a 1-0 victory over Rich-
land.

Marco Martinez scored the 
goal, on an assist from Chris 
Feldman, in 
the fourth 
minute. 

“He was 
able to turn 
and drive one 
home,” Pan-
thers coach 
Dennis Tron-
son said. “He 
made a nice 
turn on the 
ball.”

The Pan-
thers outshot 
the Bombers 11-3 for the game 
and had several good scoring 
chances — including a shot 
by Mauricio Lopez o! the 
post — but were not able to 
add to their lead.

Defensively the Panthers 
were able to really put the 
clamps on the Bombers in the 
second half.

“Our back line limited them 
to one quality look in the sec-
ond half,” Tronson said.

Angel Guerra made two 
saves en route to the victory 
in goal.

“It was a great first match 
of the season,” Tronson said. 
“I was really pleased with the 
play. Any time you can go to 
Richland and get a win, you 
know it’s going to be well-
deserved.”

Tennis
 Just one tournament into 

the season, Wenatchee girls 
tennis coach Norm Arm-
strong has already seen 
enough of Mercer Island.

“It seemed every time we 

turned around we were play-
ing Mercer Island,” said 
Armstrong, whose Panthers 
amassed 40 points and fin-
ished third in the Coke Clas-
sic tournament behind Mer-
cer Island (52 points) and 
Gonzaga Prep (48). 

Two Wenatchee doubles 
teams lost to teams from Mer-
cer Island in the finals. The 
No. 2 doubles team of Megan 
Tedrow and Heather Yancey 
lost a tough three-setter, 
while Emilie Poirier and Mary 
Lowe lost in straight sets in 
the finals of the No. 3 doubles 
bracket.

Wenatchee’s Amy Scheu-
mann took third in the No. 1 
singles tourney, beating Mer-
cer Island’s Julie Zook 7-5, 6-1 
in the third-place match.

“One of the reasons we like 
to go (to the tournament) is 
it’s a pre-league tournament 
where all of the kids play 
three matches, so it gives me 
a chance to see them grow,” 
Armstrong said. “It was amaz-
ing to me how they grew from 
the beginning of the day to 
the end, so it was a produc-
tive day.”

For the rebuilding East-
mont girls, wins were harder 
to come by. Wildcats coach 
Terry Valdez said the big-
gest win of the day for his 
girls came at No. 1 doubles, 
where Sarah Waterhouse and 
Holly Gale beat Wenatchee’s 
Rebecca Garibay and Jessie 
Murphy 6-2, 6-2. The East-
mont pair went on to lose in 
the consolation finals, while 
the Wenatchee duo won its 
final match of the day, for sev-
enth place.

For the Eastmont boys, 
Aaron Lince won the conso-
lation finals at No. 2 singles, 
Tyson Andrews won the con-
solation championship at No. 
3 singles, and the No. 2 dou-
bles team of Josh Waterhouse 
and Brett Canada was also the 
consolation champ.

Early Panther goal 
paves way for win

played three teams from the 
Northwest Conference, and 
they really come at you.”

Seto had 15 points for Lyn-
den, which claimed sixth 
place. Eleven of those points 
came in the fourth quarter. 
Blair Bomber added 14 for the 
Lions, but fouled out with four 
minutes to go.

Lynden had the lead just 
twice, once with 1:45 to go in 
the second quarter and again 
with 2:44 left in the game.

Evenson said his 12 seniors 
were satisfied with how their 

careers ended.
“Any time you are in the top 

three in our classification it’s 
an accomplishment,” he said. 
“They’re all pretty pleased.”

Ephrata lost Friday to Squa-
licum in the semis. Squalicum 
beat Burlington-Edison for 
the title on Saturday night.
Notes: Simon was named 

to the All-Tournament team, 
along with Squalicum’s 
Michael Greene and Patrick 
Voeut, Burlington-Edison’s 
Evan Coulter and Mark Mor-
ris’ Sean Atkins. Squalicum’s 
Derek Dickerson was the 
Most Valuable Player.

Ephrata: Seniors happy
From Page B1

Prep roundup

Mixed results for WHS, EHS tennis teams

Dennis Tronson
Wenatchee boys 
soccer coach
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Kansas (32-2)

Ark.-P.B. (17-15) Winthrop (19-3)

UNLV (25-8)

Northern Iowa (28-4)

Michigan St (24-8)

N.M. St. (22-11)

Maryland (23-8)

Houston (19-15)

Tennessee (25-8)

San Diego St. (25-8)

Georgetown (23-10)

Ohio (21-14)

Oklahoma St. (22-10)

Georgia Tech (22-12)

Ohio St. (27-7)

UC Sta. Barb. (20-9)

Syracuse (28-4)

Vermont (25-9)

Gonzaga (26-6)

Florida St. (22-9)

Butler (28-4)

UTEP (26-6)

Vanderbilt (24-8)

Murray St. (30-4)

Xavier (24-8)

Minnesota (21-13)

Pittsburgh (24-8)

Oakland (26-8)

BYU (29-5)

Florida (21-12)

Kansas St. (26-7)

North Texas (24-8)

Kentucky (32-2)

E. Tenn. St. (20-14)

Texas (24-9)

Wake Forest (19-10)

Temple (29-5)

Cornell (27-4)

Wisconsin (23-8)

Wofford (26-8)

Marquette (22-11)

Washington (24-9)

New Mexico (29-4)

Montana (22-9)

Clemson (21-10)

Missouri (22-10)

West Virginia (27-6)

Morgan St. (27-9)

Duke (29-5)

Play-in-game winner

California (23-10)

Louisville (20-12)

Texas A&M (23-9)

Utah St. (27-7)

Purdue (27-5)

Siena (27-6)

Notre Dame (23-11)

Old Dominion (26-8)

Baylor (25-7)

Sam Hou. St. (25-7)

Richmond (26-8)

Saint Mary!s (26-5)

Villanova (24-7)

Robert Morris (23-11)

Lehigh (22-10)

Dayton, Ohio – March 16

New Orleans, La. – March 18

New Orleans, La. – March 18

Providence, R.I. – March 18

Providence, R.I. – March 18 San Jose, Calif. – March 18

San Jose, Calif. – March 18

Oklahoma City – March 18

Oklahoma City – March 18

Buffalo, N.Y. – March 19

Buffalo, N.Y. – March 19

Jacksonville, Fla. – March 19

Jacksonville, Fla. – March 19

Milwaukee – March 19

Milwaukee – March 19

Spokane, Wash. – March 19

Spokane, Wash. – March 19
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St. Louis

Houston

7:15 p.m.

7:20 p.m.

12:15 p.m.

12:30 p.m.

12:25 p.m.

2:30 p.m.

7:25 p.m.

12:30 p.m.

30 min. following

30 min. following

30 min. following

30 min. following

30 min. following

30 min. following

30 min. following

30 min. following
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7:25 p.m.

7:15 p.m.

7:10 p.m.
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30 min. following

30 min. following

30 min. following
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2:30 p.m.

12:25 p.m.

7:10 p.m.
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30 min. following
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30 min. following

Kabul to send Gonzaga to?
“My first reaction,” Zags guard Matt 

Bouldin said succinctly, “was, it’s far.”
He got that right. It’s 3,000 miles and three 

time zones east, or a bit longer than 1.6 miles, 
the distance from the GU campus to Spokane 
Arena, where Gonzaga could have ended up.

Not that it should have. The Zags shot 
themselves in the Nikes at least once too 
often against West Coast Conference opposi-
tion, losing to San Francisco and Loyola Mary-
mount, and then the killer last week, a 19-
point no-show in the WCC final against Saint 
Mary’s.

But ... Bu!alo?
What this says is that either the popular 

reckoning that Gonzaga was no worse than a 5 
seed before the Saint Mary’s loss was balder-
dash — no single loss drops a team three lines 
— or the committee flipped the Zags down 
a line to accommodate the principles of the 
bracket. They do that.

On a teleconference, I asked Dan Guerrero, 
the committee chair, what happened to the 
Zags in this case. He fell into committee-chair-
speak and said, “There are a number of things 
that come into play, especially when you have 
a number of teams from a particular region 
that get factored in.”

Guerrero wouldn’t disclose whether Gonza-
ga was a “true” 8 seed, or whether the Zags had 
been flipped one line. But here are a couple of 
the principles he could have been talking about:

BYU, in the same bracket, had to be 
assigned a Thursday-Saturday region because 
it won’t play on Sunday. Two other candidates 
in that same seed area, No. 7 Clemson and No. 
9 Louisville, couldn’t have been an 8 seed in 

Bu!alo because the presence of Syracuse and 
Florida State in the first two rounds would 
have violated the principles.

So, Gonzaga, you’re it.
Mark Few, the Gonzaga coach, said previ-

ously he wouldn’t whine over such things, and 
he didn’t, at least publicly.

“What a blessing it is just to be involved 
with this thing, when you’re talking about 
North Carolina and Connecticut and UCLA 
and Arizona,” he said, clicking o! some who 
didn’t make it. “It just shows you how di"-
cult it is. Before you start worrying about the 
matchup and all that, the pride is far and away 
the overwhelming feeling.”

Thus is sustained a little (occasional) tradi-
tion, in which the Zags go to open their gift on 
Selection Sunday, and find it’s a box of geckos. 
Yes, they were able to ignite their 12-year 
streak of tournament appearances in Seattle in 
1999 as a 10 seed.

But in 2002, as a No. 6 seed, they went to 
high-altitude Albuquerque, where they exited 
against the team in the bracket most acclimated 
to aerie conditions, Wyoming. Two years ago, 
as a No. 7 seed, they got to fly to Raleigh, N.C., 
there to discover the wonders of Stephen Curry 
160 miles from his campus at Davidson.

Let’s be clear on two things: Gonzaga didn’t 
deserve to play in Spokane. And two, the com-
mittee people say it loud and clear in so many 
words: It isn’t completely an equal-opportu-
nity dance. It protects the first five lines of the 
bracket, and beyond that, you’ll find all man-
ner of non sequiturs.

After all, the bracket shows the Zags playing 
in the West. If they happen somehow to get 
through Florida State and Syracuse, it’s on to 
Salt Lake City. If they can get there from Buf-
falo in time.

Zags: Started run as No.10 seed
From Page B1

beings our business has ever known.
“They’re arguably one of the hottest teams 

in the country. They’ll be excited to play. 
They’re coming in on a high note and we’ll 
have our hands full from the beginning.”

Williams tossed several verbal bouquets at 
Washington (23-9), portraying the Pac-10 Con-
ference tournament champions (who beat 
California on Saturday 79-75) as Goliath while 
describing the Eagles (22-11) as a bunch of 
pint-size Davids in basketball shoes.

“We’ll be the smallest team that you’ve seen 
in a BCS league,” he said. “We start a 5-7½ 
point guard (Maurice Acker) and our center 
is 6-6½ (Lazar Hayward) with his shoes on, so 
we’re really small.

“We don’t have a lot of depth. We play six 
guys and on a good day we play seven. If 
something goes considerably wrong, we have 
to play eight. So we’re small in stature and 
small in depth, but I think that we kind of fig-
ured out a way to play that gives us our best 
chance for success.”

The Huskies share several similarities with 
the Eagles.

Both teams played Georgetown. Washing-
ton lost 74-66; Marquette won 62-59.

Both started slowly in conference before 
finishing strong.

Washington began Pac-10 play 3-5 before 
winning 12 of its next 14 games, including one 
nonconference game and three Pac-10 tourna-
ment games. Marquette started Big East play 
2-5 before winning 11 of its next 14 games.

And the Huskies, much like the Eagles, 
aren’t tall.

“What we have in common is, we’re pretty 

close in size,” Romar said. “It’s not like a 
Georgetown, where they had two enormous 
bigs in there. They’re just really quick and 
tough.”

That’s where the similarities end.
Marquette is a deadly three-point shoot-

ing team with five starters capable of bomb-
ing away behind the arc, whereas Washington 
ranked seventh in the Pac-10 in three-pointers.

The Huskies have depth that extends to 10 
to 11 players, whereas just one Eagles reserve 
averages more than 10 minutes.

The biggest di!erence, Williams joked, 
might be each school’s proximity to San Jose. 
Marquette, located in Milwaukee, will fly five 
hours and more than 2,000 miles Tuesday, 
while Washington has a relatively short 1½-
hour flight to the Bay Area.

“I definitely don’t think it’s an advantage,” 
Williams said. “I don’t know how many fans 
for us will be able to travel that far relative to 
how many fans from UW will be able to make 
it to San Jose.

“San Jose is in Northern California, right? 
We just want to make sure it’s as close to 
Washington as possible.”

Romar seemed amused when it was sug-
gested the Huskies should be considered the 
favorites in their first-round matchup.

“Anytime you can avoid long travel that’s a 
plus,” he said. “Whether it’s an advantage or 
not for anyone, I know for us it’s just good we 
don’t have to travel as far. But we’re still play-
ing against a quality team. ...

“They’re pretty good. We think our team is 
pretty good, as well. They’ve been really suc-
cessful. Who’s the underdog or not? I know 
our motto is play to our potential and see 
what happens with that.”

UW: Bench play could factor in 
From Page B1

BY BLAIR KERKHOFF
The Kansas City Star

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — 
You’ve got your vidalias, baby 
pearls, Hokies, Rams and 
many others.

Onions, that is. All to be 
peeled, and the least odor-
ous reached this year’s NCAA 
Tournament bracket.

That was the message from 
Dan Guerrero, the UCLA 
athletic director and NCAA 
selection committee chair-
man, whose group had the 
usual di"cult task of unty-
ing a knot of teams to fill the 
bracket’s final at-large spots.

The task may have been a 
little trickier this year with 
the abundance of average-
looking candidates.

The committee didn’t have 
much to work with at the 
bottom of the at-large pool. 
Fence sitters such as Virginia 
Tech, Rhode Island, Missis-
sippi and Seton Hall all car-
ried some resume flaw that 
prompted the committee to 
move into the kitchen and, as 
Guerrero put it, begin “peel-
ing back the onion.”

Instead, it appears the com-
mittee handed two of its final 
bids to Texas-El Paso and 
Utah State, and for that it 
should be applauded.

The Miners and Aggies 
were upset losers in con-
ferences that would have 
received only a single bid had 
they won their tournaments. 
Both losers have solid RPIs in 
the 30s.

As for the entire process, 
Guerrero said the heavy lift-
ing was completed by Satur-
day night, which answers a 
few questions without Guer-
rero directly answering the 
questions. Or at least we can 
take a few stabs.

Robbie Hummel’s injury 
hurt Purdue. Notre Dame 
played into its No. 6 seed. 
The committee was assured 
that Syracuse’s injured Arinze 
Onuaku would be ready to go.

But there is something dif-
ferent about this year. No 
North Carolina, the defending 
champion. No Arizona, which 
had the longest run of consec-
utive tournament appearances. 
No U-Conn, a tourney regular.

“I believe it’s reflective of 
the culture of college basket-
ball this year,” Guerrero said. 
“It gives someone else an 
opportunity to possibly make 
some magic. That’s why this 
tournament is so fantastic.”

The list of omitted schools 
also includes Guerrero’s, 
UCLA. You wonder if he 
had a pained look on his face 
when he said this. As if he 
were peeling an onion.

Field has 
nice smell
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Are you a high school 
student athlete?

Take two minutes to create an athlete 
profi le, complete with picture, to let fans, 
family and friends, a little bit more about 

you on and off the fi eld.

wenatcheeworld.com/sportprofi le


